
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

Monday April 27, 2020  
 

 Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  Chairman, Allan Snell called the regular meeting to order 
at 6:00 PM.  Present were; Chairman, Allan Snell, Keith Bowden, Charlie Green, Christopher 
Robison, Mike Curtis; Interim Town Manager, Joseph Hayes; Town Clerk, Susan Carson. 
    1.  Pledge of Allegiance       
    2. Adjustments to Agenda:  Hayes recommended adding discussion on plans for reopening 
town office.  Added as item 8a. 
    3. Public Comments:  None were presented ahead of the meeting. 

4.  Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of April13 and April 20,2020:  Bowden made a 
motion to table as minutes were not presented.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

5. Appointments & Resignations: None. 
 
Old Business: 

6. Public Safety Building update 
i. Status Report/Update:  Presented in writing.  Hayes read aloud an email from 

Chief Stewart with update on project status.  Electricity will be turned on May 7th.  
Disposition of obsolete equipment at old fire station and former public safety 
building discussed.  Hayes stated warrant article 5 covers the Board in disposing 
as they see fit.  Hayes recommends the Board sell tax acquired property as well 
as town owned property. 

ii. SW Cole Reports:  Presented in writing.   
7. Review and discussion of the town budget, town meeting timelines and election:  

Municipal election currently scheduled for July 14th to coincide with state primary election.  
Possible dates for town meeting discussed.  July 20th a possibility.  In regards to budget, 
the Board asked Hayes to come back to the next meeting with more info on tax collection 
status (% of uncollected taxes).  Hayes recommends putting solid waste collection out to 
bid.  The Board was in consensus.  

New Business: 
 

8.  
a. Discussion on plans for reopening town office:  The Board discussed the need for a 

protective barrier at the front counter.  Carson stated this had been planned years ago 
when the building was renovated as a security measure, but never came to pass.  ATL 
Builders (Adam Liscomb) has just completed a repair job in the meeting room, so the 
Board was in consensus to ask him to look into plexiglass/partition project at the front 
counter.  Possible dates for reopening office were May 4th or May 11th, but would 
depend on how long it would take to get the project completed and for us to be able to 
open safely.  New public safety building should also have a plexiglass barrier.   

b. Proposed Community Chest Program guidelines, fund distributions and the need for 
donations: Hayes informed the Board of a program he is proposing as a way to help 
those of our residents who don’t qualify for general assistance.  Community Chest 
Program would be for fuel or food only.  Residents would still need to apply and qualify 
for assistance, but on more flexible guidelines.  The program would be funded solely 
through donations.  $100 has already been donated.  Curtis asked if there were funds 
in our budget to be able to donate.  Current balance in selectmen’s contingency fund is 
$435.82.  Curtis made a motion to donate $400 from the selectmen’s contingency 
fund.   Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  Discussion occurred around who was to 



 
 
 
 

oversee this fund.  It was agreed to have the Treasurer and Town Manager oversee 
along with Chairman of the Board.  Bowden also interjected that Calvary Chapel has a 
food pantry available by appointment to receive a box that has been prepared ahead 
of time.   

9. Department and Committee Reports: 
a. Orrington Fire & Rescue Report for April:  Presented in writing. 
b. ACO:  Presented in writing. 
c. Library Report:  Presented in writing. 
d. Manager’s Report:  Hayes read the manager’s report aloud.   

10. Board Comments:  Bowden asked Green to share concerns he had around spring 
cleanup.  Green stated he feels it should be pushed back instead of being cancelled.  To 
be revisited at a later date once COVID-19 concerns are relaxed.  Curtis stated he has 
been informed that we should be able to burn brush at public works with permission 
under special circumstances.  Hayes is not aware of this as the restriction was put in 
place by DEP.  Will look into.  Robison asked if anyone from World of Flags has reached 
out to the town office regarding cemetery flags.  Carson and Hayes have not heard from 
them.   

11. Adjourn:  Bowden made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 PM.  Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-
5. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
              
Chairman   Manager    Clerk 
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