
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Public Hearing Minutes on Rocky Knoll Golf Course Renewal of  

Malt, Spirit and Vinous License 
Monday, May 11, 2020  

 
Call Public Hearing to Order:  Chairman Snell called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 PM.   
Roll call: Chairman Snell called the roll:  Keith Bowden – present; Charlie Green – present; Chris Robison – 
present; Mike Curtis – present; Allan Snell – present; Interim Town Manager, Joseph Hayes – present; Town 
Clerk, Susan Carson – present.   
Call Public Hearing to Order:  No comments or written statements received by the town office in favor or in 
opposition to renewing this liquor license.  Hayes indicated that beginning next year the liquor license can be 
renewed without a public hearing should the Board wish, as the license will have been renewed 5 years with 
no complaints or issues.   

Proponents for – no comment 
                                   Opponents against – no comment 
Close public hearing:  Snell closed the public hearing at 6:02pm. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
TOWN OF ORRINGTON 

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 
Monday May 11, 2020 

 
Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  Chairman, Allan Snell called the regular meeting to order at 6:03 PM, and 
called the roll for attendance.     

1. Roll Call:  Keith Bowden – present, Charlie Green – present, Christopher Robison – present, Mike 
Curtis – present, Allan Snell – present; Interim Town Manager, Joseph Hayes – present, Town Clerk, 
Susan Carson – present. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:     
    3. Adjustments to Agenda:  The Board was in consensus to move item 14 up once all parties involved 

have arrived. 
    4. Public Comments: Carson forwarded an inquiry from Dan Barker asking if Orrington would receive any 

funds from the 9 million dollar internet funds.  It was assumed that this was in regards to a grant from 
ConnectME for broadband, and Hayes is looking into it.  Another resident had inquired about whether or 
not Old Home Week events were still scheduled at this point.  Bowden stated they are, with the possible 
exception of several church suppers depending on their ability to accommodate and be able to provide 
required social distancing.  Hayes received a call from a citizen concerned about Calvary Chapel holding 
outside service in spite of the State having an emergency order in effect.  Hayes informed them that this 
does not fall under the Town.  Heavy police presence was in town as a proactive measure, but no 
incidents occurred.   

5. Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of April 13, 2020:  Bowden made a motion to approve the 
minutes as presented.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  April 15, 2020:  Robison made a motion to 
approve the minutes as presented.  Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.   April 20, 2020:  Bowden made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Curtis seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  April 27, 2020:  Bowden 
made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.   April 28, 
2020 and April 29, 2020:  Robison made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Bowden 
seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  May 7, 2020:  Green made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

6. Appointments & Resignations: None. 
 
Old Business: 

7. Public Safety Building update 



 
 
 
 

i. Status Report/Update:  Hayes informed the Board that there was an inspection 
conducted this morning.  Curtis briefed on the inspection.  Some imperfections in paving, 
some floors/ceilings will need to be fixed.  Another building inspection will be done for 
warranty items in 11 months.  Hayes stated that Chief Stewart has done a phenomenal 
job on heading up the project.  Bowden commended the project being completed during 
the COVID-19 crisis being a testament to J.M. Brown.   

ii. SW Cole Reports:  Presented in writing.   
8. Review and Discussion of the Town Budget and Current Revenues and Projections for FY 20-21:  

Hayes informed the Board that as of last Thursday, taxes are approximately 93% collected.  Briefed the 
Board on current and projected revenues.  Public Works has been hauling a lot of brush to PERC that 
residents have been dropping off.  This has saved the town a lot of money.  Snell thanked Public Works 
crew.  Hayes also stated that dirt roads are to be graded this week, and Public Works are on their 
summer hours now, which is four 10-hour days.       

9. Update on Safe Reopening of the Town Office, Joint Budget Hearing with the School Committee 
and Town Meeting:  Snell read aloud Hayes written recommendations on reopening the town office on 
June 1.  This will allow the installation of a glass window at the front counter, as well as a software 
conversion that is needed without reopening the office and then closing for those events again.  The 
Board was in consensus to open June 1, or earlier if project completions allow.   

10. Discussion of a Weekend Cleanup Day in June: The Board decided to hold the cleanup day on June 
27th 8am – 4pm.  Much discussion around protective/safety measures due to COVID-19.  Several Public 
Works employees have family members who are high risk.  It was decided to allow Ralph Robshaw to 
be excused from working that day, and to make sure the other employees are restricted to driving 
backhoe and avoiding contact with the public.  The Board was in consensus that the day could happen 
while ensuring all proper social distancing and safety measures are taken.  The public may be asked to 
unload their trash rather than the employees.   

New Business: 
 

11. Vote to Approve a Malt, Spirit and Vinous License for Rocky Knoll Golf Course:  Curtis made a 
motion to approve.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

12. Authorize the Town Manager or Treasurer to Sign a Quit Claim Deed for J & J Auto Salvage:  
Hayes informed the Board that the Town technically owns J & J Auto Salvage for back taxes.  In order to 
avoid the town taking possession of the property and facing possible liability issues, he is recommending 
issuance of a quit claim deed which will allow Mr. Robichaud to retain the property while paying the past 
due taxes.  Taxes to be paid in full should he sell the property.  Bowden made a motion to authorize the 
Town Manager or Treasurer to sign a quit claim deed.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

13. Department and Committee Reports: 
a. Library Report:  Presented in writing. 
b. Recreation Department:  Presented in writing.  Hayes recommends that ORC funds go through 

the Town’s books.  Much discussion regarding ORC’s finances and procedures.  The Board was 
in agreement that a conversation with ORC is needed.  Carson stated she is willing to have the 
conversation.     

c. Manager’s Report:  Presented in writing. 
14. Executive Session to Discuss Economic Development under authority of Title 1, Section 405, 

Subsection (6) (C):  Robison made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss economic 
development under authority of Title 1, Section 405, Subsection (6)(C).  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-
5.  The Board entered into ES at 7:05 PM.   Robison made a motion to come out of Executive Session to 
discuss economic development under authority of Title 1, Section 405, Subsection (6)(C).  Bowden 
seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  The Board came out of ES at 7:45 PM.     

15. Board Comments:  Curtis – none.  Robison – glad the Public Safety Building is nearing completion and 
looking forward to them being able to move in.  Green – reiterated Robison’s comment, the building was 
much needed and looks very good.  Bowden – would like to find a way for the public to be able to 
participate during the live meetings whether it be via Zoom or Facebook Live.  Snell – the school utilizes 
Google Meets for the School Committee meetings and we can try that if we want.  Mr. Stoneton would 
be happy to get us set up for it.  Very similar to Zoom.  Much discussion.  Carson stated she would be 



 
 
 
 

willing to try FB Live for the next meeting and would not be distracted if only checking for questions or 
comments during designated times.  Suggested adding a public comment section at the end of the 
meetings to allow for more opportunity.  Board agreed to try this first.  Snell also voiced the good job 
everyone has been doing for the Town.   

16. Adjourn:  Bowden made a motion to adjourn at 8:40pm.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 

 
 

                
Chairman     Manager    Clerk 
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