
 
 

TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 
 
Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  The regular meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Allan Snell who 
called the roll for attendance.     

1. Roll Call:  Allan Elkin – present, Charlie Green – present, Christopher Robison – present, Mike Curtis – 
present, Allan Snell – present; Also present were; Town Manager, Chris Backman, Town Clerk, Susan 
Carson, Librarian, Kelly Bay, SEAC Chair, Jim Stoneton, approximately 6 citizens. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:     
3.   Adjustments to Agenda: None. 
4.   Public Comments (In writing or via email):  Backman referred the Board to their packets for written 

comments from residents on Tannery Rd. requesting a Hidden Drive sign to be placed on Snows Corner 
Rd. coming from Johnson Mill Rd. end to forewarn drivers of their road.  Note from Conservation 
Commission regarding cleanup underway on Richardson Tract.  Charter Communications notice of new 
channel coming out.  Residents on Richardson Rd. were present to voice their concerns around lack of 
care they feel is being given to Richardson Rd.  Linda Cudabeck, Harold Nelson and Sue LaViolette 
voiced hardships they have faced with high level of dust, as well as pot holes.  Backman mentioned 
costs that would be associated with paving as well as current balances in budget for that.  Snell thanked 
the residents for coming, the Board is aware of the needs on that road and will be doing what they can 
as soon as they are able to.   

5.   Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2020:  Elkin made a motion to approve the 
minutes as presented.  Curtis seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

6.   Approve town accounts payable warrants:  Passed around and signed. 
7.   Appointments & Resignations:  None. 

 
Old Business: 

8. Hyatt Property @ 430 Center Drive:  Town will be closing on sale by Halloween.     
9. SEAC recommendations for development of the Town owned property on Rt. 15:  Jim Stoneton 

briefed the Board on changes made by CES, Inc. in their proposed contract for services as discussed at 
the last meeting.  Along with the estimated not to exceed cost of $126,000, additional fee estimates 
were given for application fees, public notices, and meetings in the amount of $38,160.  Bruce Gray 
recommended the Board include contingency fees totaling 15% and 5%, and to authorize a total of 
$185,000 for expenditures to include that buffer. SEAC Committee recommends a vote to authorize the 
town manager to enter into a contract not to exceed $185,000. 

Motion: Curtis     2nd: Green          Vote: Y:5 
 
New Business 

10. Discussion to re-sign a Malt, Spirit, and Vinous License for Rocky Knoll Golf Course:  Backman 
noted the Board signed a liquor license at the last meeting, and that this one is an auxiliary license.  
Passed around and signed by the Board.  

11. Discussion on tree removal/trimming on the Richardson Tract of town owned land:  The 
Conservation Commission has been asked by a neighboring landowner to the Richardson Tract if some 
trees could be cut to assist with improving their view.  The Commission discussed this at one of their 
meetings recently and a few points of concern were brought up and overall were not in favor of this, but 
decided that ultimately the Selectmen should decide.  After discussion, the Board decided to honor the 
Commission’s decision and not allow for the tree cutting on town property for the neighbor’s benefit.   

12. Discussion for resolution of older outstanding personal property tax accounts:  Backman 
presented a list of outstanding personal property taxes totaling approximately $67,000.  There are 3 
accounts with a total of $637.18 past due from 2007-2018 that he would like to write off.  The remaining 
accounts he will proceed to attempt collection.  Much discussion occurred around past collection 
methods/practices.  The Board voted unanimously to give the town manager/treasurer the authority to 
collect past due personal property taxes as he sees best fit.  Motion was also made to write off the 
$637.18 as recommended by Backman.   

 
Motion: Curtis     2nd: Robison          Vote: Y:5 



 
 
 
    

13. Department Reports: 
A. Town Manager report:  Backman read his report aloud. 
B. Fire Department: Presented in writing. 
C. Library:  Presented in writing.  Kelly Bay also updated the Board.   

14. Executive Session to discuss economic development opportunities under the authority of 
M.R.S.A. Title 1, §(6)(c):   

To enter:  Motion: Robison     2nd: Green          Vote: Y:5 at 7:00pm 
To come out:  Motion: Robison     2nd: Green          Vote: Y:5 at 7:44pm 

 
16. Board Comments:  The Board overall pleased with progress being made. 
17. Adjourn:   Elkin made a motion to adjourn at 7:45 PM.  Curtis seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 

 
 

                
Chairman     Manager    Clerk 
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