Town Of Orrington
Planning Board Meeting Minutes
November 15, 2023

Call meeting to Order:

The meeling was called to order at 4;31 pm by Chairman J. Louis Morin. Board members also present
were: Dr. Richard Judd, and Mr. Steve Taylor. Mr. Larry Geaghan, and Secretary Marc Abplanalp Sr. were absent
and are excused. Also present were; The Orrington Code Enforcement Officer Mr. Dean Bennett and Town Manager
Chris Bachman. There were no members of the public present.

Adjustments to the Agenda:

None.

Approve minutes of the August 17, 2023, meeting:

Ne meeting minutes to approve at this time.

Public Comments:

None.
Old Business:
None.

New Business:

1. Informal Discussion with Don Shehan Director of development for Granite Source Power.

Mr. Shehan came before the Board to discuss a project development his company is working on.
The project consists of containers with racks of Lithium-lon batteries that are used to store AC voltage
converted to DC voltage via a transformer and stored in the batteries during peak energy production periods.
The stored voltage is then converted back to AC voltage and reintroduced to the grid at peak usage times.
The project will be located on an approximately 10-acre lot owned by Fredrick Eich on Fields Pond Road. Mr.
Shehan expects this project to take approximately 3 to 4 years and will cost anywhere from 100 to 300 million
dollars. Granite Source Power is only tasked with the development phase and foresees a different company
taking over to finish the project after approval. This was a very early informal discussion and Mr. Shehan is
looking forward to coming back as the project moves forward.

2. Discussion on exemption for agriculture buildings.

Mrs. Sheryl Allen visited Mr. Bennett for a permit for her greenhouse which brought up the issue of the
cost of the permit, and whether it was a permanent or temporary building.

Mrs. Allen returned and informed the CEOQ that there is legislation in the works aiming to classify
greenhouses as farm equipment and is exempt from taxation.

Mr. Bennett suggests we start working on defining permanent and temporary and be prepared lo address
the greenhouse exemption legislation.

3. The town has acquired a parcel of land Map 5 lot 568 behind Norleans Water Treatment near Perc.
The town has an



interested part that would like to develop that parcel; however, this parcel is in a Residential District which does not
allow for the type of use that the interested party is planning.

Mr. Bennett would like us to consider a list of amendments redistricting the current commercial
district to include Perc, the parcel across the street from Perc. Norleans and the Parcel owned by the town to a
general industrial commercial designation. This redistricting would benefit the Town by making this parcel more
desirable to commercial enterprises and, also, Norlands Water Treatment, currently operating via a variance, by
changing their district from residential to commercial.

4. There was some discussion about laws that are getting legislated in the state of Maine. We need to
get involved and be informed about what is being legislated at the state level. The State is eroding local control and
protections and will be detrimental to the communities.

Board Comments:

There are two openings for the Planning Board.
Adjourn:
The motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Taylor and seconded by Dr. Judd.
The vote to approve the motion was unanimous by all voting members.

The meeting was closed at 5:43 PM by Chairman Morin.

Respectfully Submitted,
Marc A. Abplanalp Sr.
Secretary Orrington Planning Board
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