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Town Of Orrington
Planning Board Meeting Minutes

September 30, 2021
Call meeting to Qrder:
The meeting was called to order at 4:33 pm by Chairman J. Louis Morin. Board members also present were: Steve
Taylor, Secretary Marc Abplanalp (via ZOOM) and alternate board members John Mackie and Larry Geaghan. Mr.
Mackie and Mr. Geaghan will be voting members this evening. Or. Judd and Mr. Lord are excused. Also present, the
Orrington Code Enforcement Officer Dean Bennet, Orringten Town Manager Chris Backman and Select Board
member Allen Elkin. Mr. Sean Murphy and Mr. Colin Sexton from Blue Wave Sclar were present to address the

board. There were 5 members of the public present. This meeting is taking place tonight as there were not enough
Board Members for a quorum on the 16" of September 2021.

Approve minutes of the August 19, 2021 meeting:
The motion was made by Mr. Geaghan and seconded by Mr. Taylor to approve the minutes as presented.

The vote to approve the motion was unanimous by all voting members.

Public ents:

None
0ld Business:

1. W.L. Properties Oak Hill Subdivision. Dak Hill Road Tax Map 3 Lot 38-A Registry Book 15550 Page 84,

The Board is unable to proceed as we have not received the revised Preliminary Site Plan, nor have we
received the digital data that is required to accomplish a Final Site Plan Review. The Board will table this item until
the next meeting.

Mr. Pelletier was not present.

New Business:

1. Site Plan review of Orrington Solar Project. BWC Brewer Lake LLC. Property located on Brewer Lake Road Town
Tax Map/Lot 009 / D10 Registry Book Page 9190 /120 and Town Tax Map/Lot 009 / 014B Registry Book Page 9409 /3

Colin Sexton, on behalf of BWC Brewer Lake, LLC (Applicant), Vanasse, Hangen, Brustlin (VHB) was
present alang with Mr. Sean Murphy to review with the Board their Site Plan Application to build a 6.52 Megawatt DC
solar farm located on the town owned 31 acre lot on Brewer Lake Road.

The Project will include ground mounted photovoltaic panels, access roads, small electrical equipment
pads and fencing. BWC is currently working on their DEP site law permit application and will be submitting the
application in mid-Novembher. This project is projected to start in January or February 2022,



Several town residents were in attendance to ask questions of BWC. One resident wanted to know how the
town will benefit from having this project in town. Another resident wanted voice his concerns over additional
utility poles over his property. All concerns were satisfied by Mr. Sexton and Mr. Murphy.

Mr. Taylor had several questions about the wording of the contract between the town and BWC. He also
questioned the legality of the town manager entering the agreement without the Select Board member's signatures
on the contract. Mr. Bachman assured the board that the contract is legal and that the Selectmen made the
agreement in executive session. Mr. Bachman stated that he will ask the town attorney if everything is in order.

Chairman Morin went through the Site plan application and Orrington Land Use Ordinance line by line and
noted that everything seems to be in order.

The motion was made by Mr. Abplanalp and seconded by Mr. Geaghan, to approve the preliminary site plan.

The vote to approve the motion was unanimous by all voting members.

Board members signed the preliminary site plan.
The Planning Board decided that a site visit is not required for this project.
2. Continue review and creation of the Town of Orrington Solar Energy Ordinance.

Chairman Morin read two articles to the board regarding solar arrays in Maine. Both articles address the
growing solar trends involving development of solar arrays in Residential Farming Districts in Maine. The Maine
State Legislature has taken up the issue and feels that there needs to be regulations implemented to provide some
guidance for municipal Planning Boards. It was decided to table further discussion until the next meeting so that
we can gather input from the rest of our Board members. The Board will continue this work at the next Planning

Board meeting.

Board Comments:

Chris Bachman asked where we stand regarding holding a joint meeting of the Select Board, SEAC
committee and the Planning Board to finalize establishing a new Commerce Park District in town. Mr. Bennet
indicated that tonight was going to be a SEAC meeting but was bumped by this meeting. He indicated that next
Thursday they will be holding a SEAC meeting and will have a date for us after that.

Adjourn:
The motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Geaghan and seconded by Mr. Mackie.

The vote to approve the motion was unanimous by all voting members,
The meeting was closed at 6:35 pm by Chairman Morin.

Respectfully Submitted,

Marc A. Abplanalp Sr.
Secretary Orrington Planning Board
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