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   TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, January 30, 2020 

 
Present: Chairman, Allan Snell, Keith Bowden, Charlie Green, Christopher Robison, Mike 
Curtis 
 
Also Present: Interim Town Manager, Joseph Hayes; Deputy Clerk, Kelly J. Kobrin; Fire Chief, 
Scott Stewart;  Public Works Foreman, Brian Stoyell; approximately 16 citizens also present.  

 
 Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  
 Chairman, Allan Snell called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm. 
    1.    Pledge of Allegiance       
    2. Adjustments to Agenda: Snell moved Item 12 up to go along with Item 7.  
    3. Public Comments: Resident, Allan Elkin praised the Workshop involving the Selectmen 
and the Public Works crew; and he questioned if the windows on the New Fire Station Bays 
could be moved down?  Curtis explained that they are going to be changed.  Resident, Fred 
Eich questioned if there are any windows on the New Firehouse where the crew can look out? 
Chief Stewart explained that there are many.  

4.  Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of January 13.2020 Bowden made a motion 
to approve the minutes as presented. Curtis seconded. Vote: Yes-5 

5. Appointments & Resignations:    
a. Appointment to Planning Board (one full time member term expiring June 

2020 and two alternate member’s term expiring June 30 2022.  
Curtis made a motion to Appoint Marc Abplanalp to the full time position. Bowden 
seconded. With much discussion. Vote: Yes-3 No-2 Green & Robison 
opposed. 
Bowden made a motion to appoint John Mackie as an alternate. Curtis 
seconded. Vote: Yes-5 
Robison made a motion to appoint Larry Geaghan as an alternate. Curtis 
seconded. Vote Yes-5 
After much discussion, all 5 Selectmen would like to try to find a spot for the 
other two applicants on one of the other Committees if they so desire.  

Old Business: 
6. Update on the CATV mapping of the Town: Hayes updated that Spectrum would not 

give a map of coverage due to being proprietary information. They did provide a street 
listing.  Site for grants:  Connectme.gov; Richard Campbell gave an update on 
Broadband. The Bond was turned down, and will be readdressed in April as well as Rural 
Maine.  

7. Public Safety Building update: Chief Stewart handed out a Change Order Request 
form for a Diesel Generator. Stating that the propane generator cannot happen because 
of code violations due to the placements of 1000 gal tanks. After much discussion, 
Bowden motioned to accept the Change Order Request. Robison seconded. Vote Yes-5 
Chief Stewarts second hand out was for a request to put in a large ceiling fan inside of 
the truck bays to help move the air around and the radiant heat. After much discussion, 
Bowden stated that more information would be needed and to hold off for now.   
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(12)Authorize the Town Manager to sign an agreement Eastern Maine Medical Center 
for a Medical Services Agreement Chief Stewart stated that a Medical Director would be 
needed to keep the Firefighters trained and qualified.  This is not budgeted for the 2019 
Fiscal year, but it will be worked into the 2020 Fiscal Year budget.  Curtis made a motion to 
authorize Interim Town Manager Joseph Hayes to sign the agreement. Robison seconded. 
Vote Yes-5 

 
8. Update on the Snows Corner Credit Enhancement Agreement Hayes states that their 

attorney is sending up a draft to give to the Towns Attorney. 
9. Update on request from Melanie Noyes regarding prayer at the annual town 

meeting. Snell states that it is in the Towns Charter Section 2.06 item number 2 that a 
brief non-sectarian invocation will be done at the Town Meeting.   

10. Update on Henry Wiswell property access off the old Gould Road. Mr. Wiswell gave 
the Board a handout. Stated once again, that he is unable to access his woodlot, and 
would like to know if and what the Town can do to help him out. Hayes replied that he has 
spoken with the Town Attorney. The Town Attorney said that the Town did in fact 
abandon this property with the latest update being in 2004. It needs to be resolved 
between the landowners.  After much discussion, Hayes did let Mr. Wiswell know that he 
would help with any records he may need access to.  
 

New Business:     
11. Request by Steve Akerley from the Masonic Lodge regarding starting a lending 

closet for medical equipment. Mr. Akerley gave a hand out, and left a copy of the 
contract with Hayes. Would like a decision by March. Hayes stated he would like to speak 
with the girls in the Town Office before making a decision where this would impact them.  

12. (moved up to go along with item 7) 
13. Budget Review and objectives and goals in the upcoming year. Hayes reported that    
 the Budget has been started. The Department Heads have all given preliminary reports. 
 Payroll will be increased based on a 2% cost of living increase; and should they fill the 
 Town Manager Position. Technology will be increased because of the new website.  
 Snell stated that the next 2 meetings will start at 6pm, with 6pm to 7pm being a Goals & 
 Objectives workshop. Bowden suggested that we post on the website and the Town’s 
 Facebook page about the workshops along with 10 questions; in order to receive 
 feedback from the Towns people. 
14. BACTS Route 15 paving project (snows Corner to the Brewer line utility agreement) 
 Stoyell made a comment that this will be covered by the TIF money, not the Public 
 Works budget. Robison made a motion to go with the DOT bid. Bowden seconded. 
 Vote: Yes -5 
 15. Department and Committee Reports: 

a. ACO  
b. Public Works Report Curtis asked how the Plow Contractor performance has 

been. Stoyell replied that the first storm was a disaster, but has predominantly 
improved since.  

c. Assessors Memo regarding upcoming legislation  
d. Penobscot Sheriff’s Office 
e. Managers’ Report Hayes reported on the arrangement regarding the Foreclosed 

property located at 185 Swetts Pond Road; the homeowners are  now in a 
situation that the property is going to be put up for auction.  We have informed 
Keenan Auction Co. that the Town owns this property through foreclosure, and 
before it can be auctioned the written agreement must be fulfilled; then we will do 
a Quit Claim Deed. Unless the Board of Selectmen vote to take payment after 
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the auction. After some discussion. Robison made a motion to have the taxes 
paid in full prior to the auction. Green seconded. Vote:Yes-5   

16. Executive session (a personnel matter  (Title 1 MRSA 405 A )) Robison made a 
motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters under the authority of 
M.R.S.A. Title 1, Section 405, Subsection (6)(A) and Town Charter Sec. 3.03 (4)(f)(1). 
Bowden seconded. Vote: Yes-5 The Board entered into executive session at 8:09 PM. 
Robison made a motion to come out of  Executive Session to discuss personnel matters 
under the authority of M.R.S.A. Title 1, Section 405, Subsection (6)(A) and Town Charter 
Sec. 3.03 (4)(f)(1).  Vote: Yes-5 The Board came out of executive session at 8:34 PM.     

17. Selectmen’s comments Robison is glad that things are continuing to move forward. 
Bowden announced the Republican Caucus would be Saturday February 1, 2020. Asked 
Deputy Clerk Kobrin when the Democrat Caucus would be, Kelly could not recall. Green 
apologized for not being able to attend the Selectmen/ Public Works workshop, glad to 
hear it was a positive outcome. Would like to see things continue to be positive here in 
Town. Snell reminded everyone that the next 2 meetings would start at 6pm.  

18. Adjourn Curtis made a motion to adjourn at 8:37pm.  Bowden seconded. Vote: Yes -5 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Kelly J. Kobrin, Deputy Clerk. 
 
 
 

              
Chairman    Manager    Clerk 
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