
TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

Monday, January 13, 2020 
 

Present:  Chairman, Allan Snell, Keith Bowden, Charlie Green, Christopher Robison, Mike 
Curtis. 
 
Also Present: Interim Town Manager, Joseph Hayes; Town Clerk, Susan Carson; Fire Chief, 
Scott Stewart; Librarian, Kelly Bay; approximately 15 citizens also present. 
 

 Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:   
    1.  Pledge of Allegiance       
    2. Adjustments to Agenda: Snell recommended moving Item 8, Public Safety Building 
Update, up to 6a, tabling item 11, and adding set Selectmen’s workshop dates as item 19a.  
The Board was in consensus.   
    3. Public Comments (Please come to the podium (limit 3 mins):  Resident, Sharon 
Caron asked if something was happening with the property on the Dow Rd. near Stump Ln. 
where the house fire had occurred a few years ago.  It appears that people have been moving 
stuff out, some boards have been removed.  Not sure if property owners are around or not, but 
Caron asks that someone check into this.  Caron also asked if there will be action regarding 
marijuana moratorium.  The Board informed her that no action means that no retail facilities will 
be allowed.   

4.  Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of November 25, 2019 and December 9th 
2019:  Green made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Curtis seconded.  
Bowden noted one correction to be made in the Dec. 9th minutes, Item 8 “Tuffy Bear” 
needs to be changed to “Stillwater 304”.  Bowden made a motion to approve Dec. 9th 
minutes as amended.  Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  

5. Appointments & Resignations:    
a.) Fire Department   

a. Resignations of  
i. Talia Franchi   
ii. William Reaviel  

iii.  Caleb Winter 
Curtis made a motion to accept the resignations with regrets.  Bowden 
seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 
b. Appointments 

i.  Josh Carr 
ii. Andrew Rioux 

iii.  David Somp,  
iv. Jacob King 

   Robison made a motion to approve the appointments.  Curtis seconded.  
Robison amended his motion to approve subject to background checks.  
Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

Old Business: 
6. a. Public Safety Building update and meeting with Town Rep Blaine Buck with 

Cordjia:  Blaine Buck updated the Board on the project history, current status and future 
projections.  All seems to be on schedule.  Chief, Stewart briefed the Board on work order 
changes with purchase of a water bottle filler as well as 3 additional heat pumps for the 
bunk rooms.  Curtis made a motion to authorize purchases.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  
Yes-5.   



b. Update on the lease agreement with LaBrie Enterprises LLC and the town for the 
parcel of land located on Tax Map 22 Lot #4-A:  Lease agreement has been changed 
to reflect a 1 year term as discussed at previous meetings.  Bowden made a motion to 
approve the lease agreement for 1 year.  Curtis seconded.  Curtis suggested putting a 
long-term lease on the next town meeting warrant.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

7. Update on the CATV mapping of the Town:  No updates at this time. 
8. Update on the Snows Corner Credit Enhancement Agreement:  Hayes is waiting on a 

clean copy from the State that isn’t marked “draft”.  Reminded the Board that there is no 
money budgeted for this in the current year.   

9. Request from Melanie Noyes regarding praying at the annual town meeting.  This 
subject was discussed at previous selectman’s meeting. She is requesting that the 
board make a decision regarding her request:  Resident, Melanie Noyes was present 
and addressed the Board.  Last June she attended her first annual town meeting and was 
surprised to hear a Christian opening prayer.  She is requesting opening prayer be 
discontinued, or at least be non-denominational.  Much discussion.  Curtis made a motion 
to table a decision until Hayes discusses with Pastor Carl Schriber.  Green seconded.  
Vote:  Yes-4.  Bowden opposed. 

New Business:     
10. Recognition of Orrington Fireman of the Year:  Tabled. 
11. Opening bids for Fire Department SCBA:  Two bids were received for Self-Contained 

Breathing Apparatus. 
1. Industrial Protection Services: $97,271.00 
2. Fire Tech & Safety:  $89,450.00 

Chief, Stewart stated we would be responsible for a percentage of the cost, and a 
percentage covered by grant money.  Bowden suggested handing over to the Town 
Manager & Fire Chief for review.  Stewart stated that due to timing of cost increase, it is 
necessary to make a decision before the next meeting.  Robison made a motion to 
empower the Town Manager and Fire Chief to review and make a decision on who to 
accept the bid from.  Curtis seconded. Vote:  Yes-5.     

12. Request by the Penobscot County Fire Academy for the town to donate the police 
department ramp.  Bowden made a motion to donate the ramp to the Penobscot County 
Fire Academy.  Curtis seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

13. Vote to accept a Maine Forestry Grant for $2491.85 for Personal protection 
equipment for fire-fighting incidents. The town match will be for the same amount.  
Green made a motion to accept the grant.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

14. Request by Henry Wiswell regarding access to property located off the old Gould 
Road: Mr. Wiswell addressed the Board.  He has been able to access his wood lot off of 
the old Gould Road for many years via Rt. 15 with permission by previous landowners 
throughout the years.  The newest landowner is not allowing Mr. Wiswell access to his 
woodlot via his driveway.  He stated that this is causing his lot to become landlocked 
which previous administration had informed him was not allowable.  Much discussion.  
Hayes to follow up with attorney.   

15. Authorize the town manager to enter into a contract for the upcoming year with A-
Copi for the upcoming year:  This contract is for the photocopier.  Curtis made a motion 
to authorize.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

16. Meeting with Kurt Penney from Revision Energy: Mr. Penney addressed the Board.  
He is requesting a letter of intent so that Revision Energy can move forward in pursuing a 
lease option for Town owned land at the former Holtra Chem site in order to build a solar 
energy site.  20-25 acres would be needed, willing to use whatever portion the Town 
would be willing to lease.  This lease option agreement would allow his company to be 
able to apply for the necessary permits to get started on his end.  It would prove that the 



Town would be ready to move forward with a lease agreement once the Town legally 
owns the property.  Much discussion.  Bowden asked if anyone from the Town has 
suggested utilizing the land at the Brewer Lake Rd. where Brewer’s industrial park site is.  
Penney said no.  Much discussion occurred between the Board, SEAC’s Chair, Jim 
Stoneton, Bruce Gray, and Penney regarding location.  Stoneton strongly suggested the 
Board let the attorney for Covidien know that discussion has occurred regarding interest 
in the Rt. 15 property.  Curtis made a motion to allow Hayes to work with Revision Energy 
and our attorney to negotiate a lease option for land at the Brewer Lake Rd. Industrial 
Park site.  Bruce Gray raised several questions regarding property tax value, exemptions, 
etc.  Bowden seconded the motion made.  Vote: Yes-5. 

17. Meeting with Selectman’s Economic Advisory Committee:  SEAC Chair, Jim 
Stoneton addressed the Board, updating them on SEAC meetings with developers 
interested in parcels of land at the Rt. 15 Industrial Park.  Recommended entering an 
agreement with CES for site plan work.  Bowden made a motion to enter into an 
agreement with CES as recommended by SEAC.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  
Stoneton also mentioned storage is an issue, and that many of their papers went missing.  
Most have been recovered, but not all.  Curtis made a motion to create a storage system 
at the town office for SEAC files.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  Stoneton also 
mentioned the maps show that our ROW from Rt. 15 ends at the railroad tracks.  
Recommends having attorney look into this because it should extend past the tracks.   

18. Department and Committee Reports: 
a. CEO/LPI Report:  Presented in writing. 
b. Penobscot Sheriff’s Office Report:  Presented in writing. 
c. Library Report:  Presented in writing. 
d. Manager’s Report:  Presented in writing. 

19. Set several dates with a work shop with Public Works Department:  First date set for 
workshop with public works January 28th at 8am.  Backup date set for February 5th at 
1pm.   

a. Set several dates for Selectmen Workshops:  2 workshops scheduled for 
immediately prior to February regular meetings.  February 10th at 6pm, and 
February 24th at 6pm.     

20. Executive session if necessary:  N/A.  
21. Selectmen’s comments:  Bowden – Historical Society met on December 17th for their 

Christmas meeting.  Bowden gave Mark Buongirno his certificate of appreciation there.  
Also touched on SEAC and Planning Board seat openings.  Green – nice to see progress 
being made.  Curtis – proud of our community when seeing citizens helping others in 
need as seen on the FB Community Board.  Also mentioned our Public Works Director is 
now an Orrington resident.  Robison – glad to see progress and workshops set.  Snell – 
pleased with progress made by the Board.  Curtis – thanked Bowden for bringing up the 
Brewer Lake Rd. Industrial Park site during previous discussion this evening. 

22. Adjourn:  Curtis made a motion to adjourn at 9:55 PM.  Bowden seconded.  Vote: Yes-5. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 
 
 
               
Chairman    Manager    Clerk 
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