
 
 
 

TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

Monday August 24, 2020 
 
Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  The regular meeting to order at 6:00 PM by Allan Snell who called the roll 
for attendance.     

1. Roll Call:  Allan Elkin – present, Charlie Green – present, Christopher Robison – present, Mike Curtis – 
present, Allan Snell – present; Also present were; Town Manager, Chris Backman, Town Clerk, Susan 
Carson, Librarian, Kelly Bay, SEAC Chair, Jim Stoneton, 4 citizens. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:     
3.   Adjustments to Agenda: The Board was in consensus to get an update from the Library under public 

comments.  
4.   Public Comments (In writing or via email):  Kelly Bay updated the Board on the new library 

procedures for the fall when school starts.   
5.   Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of August 10, 2020:  Curtis made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented.  Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 
6.   Approve town accounts payable warrants:  Passed around and signed. 
7.   Appointments & Resignations:  None. 

 
Old Business: 

8. Old Police Barn sale:  Backman informed the Board that the property is currently under contract.  
9. Old Fire Station sale: This property is also under contract pending financing and approval by Planning 

Board for the proposed business. 
 

New Business 
10. Signing of Orrington School Department – School Revolving Renovation Loan:  Approved by 

the Board in April.  Final documents are ready for signing. 
   M _Curtis_____    S__Robison____        Vote _Y:5_______ 

11. Sale of 430 Center Drive property:  Backman stated we needed to wait for the current year tax 
commitment to be completed as the Board had agreed to sell to the previous owner’s son for back 
taxes, current taxes as well as safety improvements to the intersection/lawn grade within 18 months 
where it is at an intersection.  2020 taxes were committed last week.  Green suggested the town fix 
the corner at the intersection to ensure the work is done timely and to our standards, and to include 
any expenses incurred to the sale price.  Motion was made to authorize Backman to work with Public 
Works and make such improvements to the intersection corner and to add the expenses to the sale 
price.   
  M _Curtis_____    S__Robison____        Vote __Y: 5______ 

12.  Approve anticipated overdrafts and Carryforwards from FY 20:  Backman recommended 
carrying forward Public Works Paving and Assessing Contracted Services. 

   M __Curtis___    S__Green____        Vote __Y: 5______ 
13.  Update on Johnson Mill Rd / Dow Road workshop discussion:  Backman updated the Board on 

the workshop he held for residents to voice concerns/ideas regarding the intersection.  Approximately 
8 residents stopped by to meet with him and were appreciative of the opportunity to meet in a less 
formal setting to discuss their concerns. Various options for remedying the safety issues at that 
location were discussed.  Backman to follow up with DOT.      

14.  Discuss Marina Committee members / objectives:  Backman drafted an outline with the charges 
for the new committee.  The Board voted unanimously to allow 5-13 members, a liaison from the 
Selectmen and the Town Manager.  Initial members to include: Allan Baker, Mark Abplanalp, Dan 
Thornton, Sue Pate, Jim Ring, Steve Cammack, Keith Bowden.  Board liaison Mike Curtis.   

15.  Department Reports: 
A. Town Manager report:  Backman read his report aloud.   
B. CEO/LPI/Health Officer Report:  Presented in writing. 
C. Fire Department report – July: Presented in writing. 
D. Assessor – Preliminary 2021 State Valuation report:  Presented in writing. 
E. Penobscot Sheriff – Month of July:  Presented in writing. 



 
 
 

F. Mallinckrodt June 2020:  Presented in writing. 
 

16.  Executive Session to discuss economic development opportunities under the authority of 
M.R.S.A. Title 1, Section § (6)(C):  Robison made a motion to go into executive session to discuss 
personnel matter under the authority of MRSA Title 1, Section 405 §(6)(C).  Curtis seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  
The Board entered e.s. at 7:23 PM.  At 8:25 PM, Robison made a motion to go come out of executive 
session to discuss personnel matter under the authority of MRSA Title 1, Section 405 §(6)(C).  Curtis 
seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.   
17. Act on the item from the executive session if necessary:  No action taken. 
18. Public Comments:  None. 
19. Board Comments:  Curtis asked Backman to inform the Board of his thoughts on providing tablets to 
the Board members.  Backman stated that with all of the Board members now being urged to use their Town 
provided email addresses, he is looking into the cost of providing each member with their own tablet for 
ease of utilizing those emails.  More info to come.  Robison:  pleased with progress being made.  Green:  
pleased that the Town seems to be in a better place than it has been for a while.  Elkin:  Good meeting 
tonight.  Snell: none.  Jim Stoneton asked the Board if they would be able to continue looking for a place for 
the SEAC committee to store maps/files.  The Board agreed. 
20. Adjourn:   Curtis made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 PM.  Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 

 
 

                
Chairman     Manager    Clerk 
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