
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

Monday July 13, 2020 
 
Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  Chairman, Allan Snell called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 PM, and 
called the roll for attendance.     

1. Roll Call:  Keith Bowden – present, Charlie Green – present, Christopher Robison – present, Mike 
Curtis – present, Allan Snell – present; Town Manager, Chris Backman - present, Interim Town 
Manager, Joseph Hayes – present, Town Clerk, Susan Carson – present.  Also present were Public 
Works Foreman, Brian Stoyell, Economic Development Advisor, Dean Bennett and 1 citizen. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:     
    3. Adjustments to Agenda:  Bowden suggested adding discussion regarding resident use of school ball 

fields.  The Board was in consensus. 
    4. Public Comments:  Resident, Allan Elkin who is a candidate for the Board of Selectmen for the 

municipal election indicated that he had been around town over the weekend erecting campaign signs.  
He was informed by several people that when they had requested absentee ballots for July 14th election, 
they only received a State ballot, not a municipal ballot. He asked how that could have happened.  
Carson answered that because Orrington has never combined a State and municipal election before she 
was under the impression that each type of ballot required a separate request.  It was not until near the 
end of June that she learned otherwise.  The clerks worked to rectify as best they could and are able to 
give anyone a municipal ballot that did not previously receive one.  She apologized for the error made.    

 Backman read aloud a statement submitted via email from resident, Donna Golding.  Golding voiced 
appreciation for the brightly colored public notice cards that have been sent out lately.  She is sure they 
are appreciated by many.  She commended the addition of a porch and shutters to the new public safety 
building as they add so much to the good looks of the building.  Lastly, Golding asked if something could 
be done to the pavement crumbling away at the intersection turning right onto Swetts Pond Rd. from 
Dow Rd.     

5. Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of June 22, 2020:  Robison made a motion to approve the 
minutes as presented.  Curtis seconded.  Bowden noted the public hearing and regular minutes should 
indicate that the meetings were held at Center Drive School.  Carson noted this on the minutes.  Vote to 
approve with amendment:  Yes-5. 

6. Appointments & Resignations: None. 
 
Old Business: 

7. Update on Mallinckrodt if any:   
8. Update on awarding road paving bids: Backman informed the Board that he and Public Works 

Foreman, Brian Stoyell have met with B&B Paving regarding areas of concern with their work done last 
year.  The company was receptive to hearing the concerns and they are willing to rectify the issues and 
continue on with another year of service on an extended contract.   

9. Continuing discussion of what to do with the old fire station and police barn: Curtis made a motion 
to sell the 2 properties.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  

a. Resident use of school ball fields:  Bowden stated he had been asked about this since 
discussion came up during the budget hearing.  Why can’t residents use the school fields since 
school isn’t in session?  Curtis interjected his understanding is that all school fields are shut 
down and only private fields are in use by various leagues.  It was the consensus of the Board 
that this is a school issue and the Selectmen have no say in this area.   

New Business: 
10. Truck bid openings:  We received bids from Daigle & Houghton and Freightliner of Maine.  Snell 

opened the bids and read aloud.  A copy of bids received is attached herewith. 
11. Award truck bid:  Curtis made a motion to turn the bids over to public works and the town manager for 

review/decision.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  The Board was in consensus that the 
understanding is to allow the town manager to award the bid.   



 
 
 
 

12. Waiving the 50 person requirement to hold a town meeting due to COVID-19 pandemic:  Bowden 
made a motion to waive the charter requirements for a quorum of 50 for this town meeting only, due to 
COVID-19.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.    

13. Sign the annual town meeting warrant: Bowden made a motion to approve the town meeting warrant 
as presented.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.  Warrant passed around and signed by the Board.    

14. Discussion of conceptual plan for a marina on town owned land in South Orrington:  Curtis 
informed the Board that residents Marc Abplanalp and Alan Baker had discussed with him a desire to 
develop a marina at the old gravel pit area at the end of the Grant Rd.  After discussion, Green made a 
motion to take this concept plan to the SEAC committee for consideration.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  
Yes-5.   

15. Department and Committee Reports: 
a. Sheriff’s Report:  Submitted in writing. 
b. Manager’s Report:  Hayes presented his report in writing as interim manager.  Backman briefed 

the Board on several items: 1. Town report is being finalized.  2. Transition between solid waste 
contractors has gone smoothly.  3.  Fire & Rescue Dept. has received a $2,000 grant for turnout 
gear.      

16.  Executive session to discuss economic development under the authority of MRSA Title 1, 
Section 405 §(6)(C):  Robison made a motion to go into executive session to discuss economic 
development under the authority of MRSA Title 1, Section 405 §(6)(C).  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-
5.  The Board entered e.s. at 6:20 PM.  At 6:41 PM, Robison made a motion to go come out of executive 
session to discuss economic development under the authority of MRSA Title 1, Section 405 §(6)(C).  
Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.   

17. Act on the item from the executive session if necessary:  No action taken. 
18. Public Comments: None. 
19. Board Comments: Curtis, Robison and Green thanked Bowden for his service on the Board of 

Selectmen.  Bowden thanked Joe for his work over the past year and a half.  Bowden also noted the Old 
Home Week dedication will be Tuesday, and the endless yard sale this weekend.  It’s been a fun 6 
years on the Board.  Snell – thanked Bowden for his service on the Board and presented him with a 
plaque in appreciation for his time and devotion to the Town of Orrington.   

20. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 6:49 PM.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 

 
 

                
Chairman     Manager    Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Results of Public Works Truck Bid 
As presented to Board of Selectman 



 
 
 
 

Monday July 13, 2020 
 
 
 
SINGLE AXLE CHASIS  
 Daigle & Houghton    2020 International HV507   $  92,500.00 
 Daigle & Houghton    2020 International HV507   $  78,938.00 
 Daigle & Houghton     2021 Western Star 4700 PRL-23T  $  89,196.00 
 Freightliner of ME 2021 Freightliner 108SD   $  84,118.00 
 
 
PLOW EQUIPMENT ADD-ON  
 Daigle & Houghton  HP Fairfield – Skowhegan, ME    $  66,145.00 
 Daigle & Houghton Viking Cives Harrisville, NY    $  65,623.00 
 Freightliner of Maine HP Fairfield – Skowhegan, ME    $  66,145.00 
 Freightliner of Maine  Viking Cives Harrisville, NY    $  65,623.00 
   
 
 
 
TANDEM AXLE CHASIS  
 Daigle & Houghton    2020 International HV507   $ 104,500.00 
 Daigle & Houghton    2021 International HV513 SFA   $ 104,417.00 
 Daigle & Houghton     2021 Western Star 4700 PRL-23T  $ 114,952.00 
 Freightliner of ME 2021 Freightliner 114SD   $ 106,675.00 
 
 
 
PLOW EQUIPMENT ADD-ON  
 Daigle & Houghton  HP Fairfield – Skowhegan, ME    $  70,396.00 
 Daigle & Houghton Viking Cives Harrisville, NY    $  70,912.00 
 Freightliner of Maine HP Fairfield – Skowhegan, ME    $  66,145.00 
 Freightliner of Maine  Viking Cives Harrisville, NY    $  65,623.00 
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