
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2019 
 

Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held 
at the Center Drive School Cafeteria, and was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairman, Alan 
Snell.  Board members also in attendance were; Michael Curtis, Charles Green, Christopher 
Robison; Town Manager, Joan Gibson; Budget Manager, Joe Hayes; Town Clerk, Susan 
Carson; Town Attorney, Ed Bearor; all department heads were present as well as approximately 
50 citizens.  Board member, Keith Bowden had previously announced his absence and was 
excused. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance (held prior to public hearing)     
1. Adjustments to Agenda, as needed:  Robison suggested tabling item 3 as the minutes 

were not provided to the Board.  Robison also suggested removing/disregarding item 4 as it 
was discussed during the public hearing, and item 5 as it was held prior to this meeting.  
Lastly, Robison recommended rewording item 9 to say “Executive Session to Discuss 
Personnel Matters under the authority of M.R.S.A. Title 1, Section 405, Subsection (6)(A) 
and Town Charter Sec. 3.03 (4)(f)(1)”.  The Board was in consensus.  

2.   Public Comments (limited to three minutes): Bruce Gray – commented on the proposed 
budget.  

3.  Select Board Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2019:  Tabled. 
  

Old Business: 
2. Public Safety Building Project: 

Status Report/Update: Dick Campbell:  Campbell briefed the Board on the progress of 
the PSBC.  A total of 8 requests for qualifications (RFQs) were submitted.  4 firms were 
selected to interview beginning this week.   

3. SEAC Update:  SEAC Committee Chairman, Jim Stoneton informed the Board of the 
status of the progress to date on the proposed Rt. 15 Industrial Park.  Phase 1 
Archaeological Study has been completed.  Artifacts were discovered and are being 
researched.  Once findings are made, we will know what can and cannot be done at the 
site.  Cost for Phase 2 is expected to run $30,000.  SEAC recommends utilizing CES 
engineering firm to look for cost savings there. Resident, Allan Baker asked why nothing 
has been done with the Brewer Lake Road Industrial Park as we had spent money to 
prepare for development there.  Several factors were involved with the discontinuance of 
moving forward with that location.  Green made a motion to utilizing funds from the 
Economic Development Reserve to move forward with utilizing CES at a cost not to exceed 
$25,000.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-4. UMO Capstone program students will be 
presenting their findings on work done so far on April 22nd.   

4. Ralph J. Pollard Lodge #217 request for flag donation monies of $1000:  Discussed 
during public hearing.  To be presented to the Town for final vote on budget on June 3rd.   

5. Quick review of Contribution and Recreation Budgets. to complete budget review: 
Previously discussed and presented in public hearing. 
 

New Business: 
6. Budget Hearing:  Held prior to regular meeting. 
7.  Department and Committee Reports:  



 
 
 
 

a. Fire & Rescue – 200 smoke detectors’ donation approval:  Curtis made a 
motion to accept the donation of smoke detectors.  Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-
4. 

b. Public Works:  Tabled. 
8. Recommendations for Town Report Dedication, and Boston Cane Award:  The Board 

was in consensus to nominate Mrs. Louise Perkins as the next Boston Post Cane recipient 
as the oldest known resident.  The Board was also in consensus to dedicate the next town 
report to both Carole Hardin and Bob Glidden.  Hardin was former Town Clerk who recently 
passed away, and Bob Glidden a well-known member of the community recently passed 
away also.   

9. Town Manager’s Report (limited to ten minutes this evening) 
a. April 16th and tent. April 22nd UMaine student presentations re 163 acre parcel 

development:  Gibson reminded the Board that the University of Maine Capstone 
Program students will be presenting their work at the proposed Rt. 15 Industrial Park 
among their peers at UMO on 4/16.  They will also be presenting to the 
Selectmen/SEAC Committee prior to the 4/22 Selectmen’s meeting where the public 
is welcomed to attend.   

b. recommendation that SB consider a subcommittee to research four possible 
law enforcement models and present findings to the SB/Townspeople, with 
assistance of TM, as needed:  Gibson stated that this is on hold.  Snell interjected 
that at the last meeting, the Board voted to leave the Policing Department as is for 
the upcoming fiscal year, and to move forward after the new fiscal year with 
surveying the townspeople and deciding how to proceed.   

c. general progress report:  Gibson reminded the Board that there will be a chance 
for the public to meet and greet the Town Manager at the Library on Friday from 5-
6:30 PM.  Resident, John Cunningham asked the Town Manager how much time she 
has spent with the Town’s employees since she began.  Gibson responded that she 
has met with a few of the department heads, but her schedule has been busy. 

10. Executive Session re Sgt. Jon Carson’s resignation, per his request: Robison made a 
motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters under the authority of 
M.R.S.A. Title 1, Section 405, Subsection (6)(A) and Town Charter Sec. 3.03 (4)(f)(1).  
Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-4.  The Board entered into executive session at 8:15 PM.  
The Board came out of executive session at 9:00 PM.  The Board was in consensus to 
accept the resignation of Sgt. Jon Carson.   

11. Reports’ Folder:  None. 
12. Board Comments:  Curtis:  None.  Green:  None.  Robison: hopes the town can heal the 

rift that’s been formed since the vote on the public safety building.  We need to work 
together and do what we need to do to accomplish what we can for our town.  Snell:  None. 

13. Adjourn:  Robison made a motion to adjourn at 9:09 PM.  Green seconded.  Vote:  Yes-4. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Carson, Town Clerk 
Julie L. Chaffee, Deputy Clerk (items 10-13) 
 
 
 
              
Chairman    Manager    Clerk 
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