
TOWN OF ORRINGTON 
Public Hearing and Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

October 15, 2019 
 
Call Public Hearing to Order:  The public hearing to receive comments on General Assistance Ordinance 
changes as mandated by the Department of Health and Human Services was opened at 7:00 PM.   
2.  Presentation of changes to the General Assistance Ordinance- Hayes explained the changes.   
3.  Comments for the proposed ordinance changes- None 
4.  Comments opposed to the proposed ordinance- None 
5.  Public comments- None 
6.  Close Public Hearing- Curtis moved to close the hearing, Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5   
 
Call Selectmen’s Meeting to Order:  The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order 
at 7:05 PM by Chairman, Allan Snell.  Board members also in attendance were; Keith Bowden, Charlie 
Green, Christopher Robison, Michael Curtis; Interim Town Manager, Joe Hayes; Deputy Clerk, Julie 
Chaffee; Librarian, Kelly Bay; 9 citizens also in attendance. 
7.  Pledge of Allegiance.   
8.  Adjustments to Agenda- Curtis suggested we eliminate item #17.  Bowden would like to discuss it. 
9.  Public Comments- Heather Bowden questioned the loss of an Orrington business-  Curtis stated it 
was Twin Feathers and they moved to downtown Bangor for more traffic.  Heather also asked if they 
came to the planning board for expansion.  Curtis stated they did but that was not the reason they left.  
Heather stated we need to be more business friendly.  Fred Eich asked why Kent Dr. is being paved 
when other roads need it more.  Kent Dr. is on the road plan list.  Hayes told Eich to please come in and 
they can talk. 
10.  Approve Select Board Meeting Minutes of September 23, 2019:  Green moved to approve the 
minutes, Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5 
11.  Appointments & Resignations:  Appoint Overseer of Dam Operations.  After much discussion Curtis 
moved to table until Hayes had a chance to talk with Fire Chief Stewart, Green seconded.  Vote:  5-Yes. 
Old Business: 
12.  Public Safety Building Project: 
 i.  Status Report/Update:  Hayes received reports from Chief Stewart and everything is on 
schedule and going smooth.  There were a few issues with the foundation drain and a well that was 
found on the property.  These items have an extra expense.   
 ii.  SW Cole Reports:  Hayes received the SW Cole Reports.  Hayes stated the game camera is in 
and will be set up soon.  Curtis stated the cross culvert has been put in, concrete footings were poured 
today and the floor will be poured on Nov 2nd. 
 iii.  Discussion regarding authorizing the Town Manager and/or Fire Chief regarding unexpected 
expenses (including cost ceilings) regarding the construction of the new public safety building:  Hayes 
stated someone has to be able to sign the change order.  Curtis stated the Town Manager and Fire Chief 
could sign but he would like a phone call before.  Much Discussion.  Bowden moved to approve the 
Town Manager and the Fire Chief to sign the change order, after emailing the board, up to the $5000.00.  
Robison seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 



13.  Request by Chris Pepin to purchase town acquired property on Brewer Lake Map 7 Lot 26.   Hayes 
recommends that the town not sell the property.  Curtis moved to do nothing, we take no action.  
Bowden seconded.  Vote: Yes-5. 
New Business: 
14.  Mission Broadband- John Dougherty- explained the issues with internet in some areas and not in 
others and told the board how they work with towns to solve the broadband gap.  Much discussion.   
15.  Vote to adopt the new general assistance ordinance.  Curtis moved to adopt the new general 
assistance ordinance.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 
16.  Open Bids for Police Handicapped Ramp and award the bid if the board accepts the bid.  Snell 
opened the 1 bid- Edwin Smith in the amount of $140.00.  Much discussion.  Curtis moved to reject the 
bid Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5. 
17.  Discussion of the new marijuana laws. Opt in opt out?  Snell stated several members of the board 
and Hayes attended this session at MMA.  Several options were given for the town.  The board and 
Hayes were in consensus to do nothing. 
18.  Department and Committee Reports: 
 a.  Animal Control Officers Report-  Presented in writing. 
 b.  Economic Development Directors Report-  Presented in writing.  Curtis stated the 
comprehensive plan needs to be updated.  It was last done in 2004. Much discussion.   
 c.  LPI Report- Presented in writing. 
 d.  CEO Report- Presented in writing. 
 e.  Library Report- Presented in writing.  Librarian advised the board they are currently in the 
hiring process and still looking for volunteers.  She also attended the Maine State Conference in Bethel.   
 f.  Manager’s Report- Presented in writing.  Hayes read aloud.  Hayes read a memo from Carson 
regarding the new law allowing an increase to motor vehicle agent fees.  Curtis moved to increase the 
motor vehicle agent fees according to the new law.  Robison seconded.  Vote: Yes-5.   
19.  Reports Folder-  passed around and signed. 
20.  Board Comments-  Curtis- commented on the how nice the Town of Milford’s new digital sign is and 
we should look into something.  Curtis asked if the town has a list of town owned property.  Yes- Hayes 
will get it to Curtis.  Robison- after talking to the town office staff, we need to simplify the town’s email 
addresses and should get town email addresses for the Selectboard.  Bowden- stated that the town’s 
cleanup is this weekend and that the MMA training was very valuable.  Green- none.  Snell- spoke about 
how nice the Riverwalk in Brewer is and it would be nice if Orrington could do something like that near 
the former HoltraChem site. 
21.  Adjourn-  Curtis moved to adjourn at 9:04pm.  Bowden seconded.  Vote:  Yes-5.       
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Julie L. Chaffee, Deputy Clerk 
 
________________   ________________   _________________ 
Chairman    Manager    Clerk 


