- Town of Orrington
Public Hearing Minutes
-+ 21 March 2013
“Town Office at 7 PM.

Public Hearmg (regarding proposed changes to the Land Use Ordmance (LUO))

1. Hearing called to order at 7:03 PM. Planning Board members present: L. Morm Chau R. Judd C.
Green; S. Taylor; C. Hydek; M. BoungImo (alternate) Mr. P W]nte, Town Manager sewmg as
CEOQ.

Public attendance: one resident (Mr. 1. Grover) and two non-residents (Mr. R. Hartiman, SEAC;
and Mr. M. Enman).

2. Mr. Morin provided an overview of the proposed Land Use Oldmance changes and opened the
hearing for public comment.

Mr. Grover asked why “we [the Town] won't change the MR-C district [along Brewer Lake Rd] to
just commercial [zoning],” expressing concerns that the parcels, as zoned, will be difficult to develop
and provide an advantageous tax base to the Town.

Mr. Morin explained the Board's decision, the comments expressed by the abutters [at the Hearing
for that project], and the impact such a change would have on the character of the neighborhood and
their [the abutters'] lots.

Mr. Green provided a brief review of the history of the project.

Mr. Morin returned to the issue of the questionable suitability of the lots for development due to
soils, wetlands issues, and difficulty in defining contiguous developable areas, stating that it was
unfortunate that the Town had had not examined the land more closely prior to its purchase. Mr.
Morin stated that after issues regarding public water and sewer access were raised for this MR-C
district, accommodations in the LUO were developed to overcome that development barrier.

Mr. Green discussed the need for a transition zone between the Residential and Industrial Districts
(the MR-C District). Also, he stated that there may be changes forthcoming in DEP (Maine
Department of Environmental Protection) guidelines that may improve the Town's ability to develop
the land,

M. Grover voiced concerns that access and traffic might be a drawback to whomever buys or
develops the lots in the MR-C or RF lots leading into the Industrial district [Brewer Lake Rd] if “we”
[the Town] are not able to access the Industrial district from Brewer. Mr. Hatriman echoed Mr.
Grover's concerns regarding the MR-C district along Brewer Lake Rd.

A comment [unattributable] was made regarding development and status of the former Holtra Chem
Site. To this, Mr. White provided a synopsis overview of the developable land and status of those
parcels.

Mr. Hydek asked the Chair if the discussions up to this point were salient to the topic of the hearing.
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Mr. Morin stated that they were not salient, and redirected the discussion to the topic of the hearing,

Mr. White asked whether the phrase “open space™ was correct in #27 of the proposed LUO changes,
3" paragraph, 3" line. Mr. Morin stated that it was, with Messrs Green and Boungimo expanding on
the fact that 'open space' is a separate definition, an area defined by the State Legislature, and
specifically excluded in the 'green space' calculation. Mr. White asked if the lawn between the
building and the street would be considered “green space?”’ Mr. Hydek stated that according to the
definition presented it would not.

Absent objectlon and hearmg no further comment ﬁom the public or the Boald 1egald1ng these
proposed LUQ changes, the Chair closed the Public Hearing at 7:25 PM,
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I.. Morin, Chair
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